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Houstons Problem is a charming 55’ reverse layout
cruiser stern narrowboat built in 2009 by Jenny Wren
Narrowboats. She has been well prepared for sale
including a recent blacking (Feb 2022), new anodes,
and the 80kgf bowthruster has been serviced too
(Feb 2022).
She is fitted out with oak faced ply with oak trim, and
solid oak flooring throughout.
The stern deck is large at 8’0” with storage lockers
either side, covered by a pram hood (new in 2019
along with the cratch cover). The Barrus Shire 50hp
engine is housed below.
Steps lead down in to the 14’2” saloon, with 2 single
chair beds, matching footstools, and a range of
cupboards and shelves. The 22” TV conveniently
folds back out of the way when not in use.
In the aft port side corner, hidden inside what appears
to be another cupboard, sits a shower room with a
Thetford Porta Potti, ideal for rainy day cruises.
The 8’2” galley follows, housing the stainless steel
sink, Heritage range cooker, microwave, mini oven/
grill, plenty of cupboards and drawers, and even a
dishwasher! Theres a real fresh and light feeling in
this room, with a large skylight over and starboard
side hatch.
Next is the bathroom, which features a Jabsco
pumpout loo, ceramic wash basin, two cupboards
and three drawers. The bath has been removed,
opening up the space for new owners to install a
shower or bath, and maybe even a small washing
machine too.
The bedroom is in the forward cabin. The fixed 6’4” x
4’0” bed can be extended as required, with enough
room to access the wardrobe and cupboards over
the bed. A portable 12v cool box sits near the forward
end, for midnight snacks.
Steps lead out on to the well deck. As she is a gas free
boat, the forward lockers can be used for storage.
The central heating is from the Heritage diesel fired
range, which heats 3 radiators and a towel rail, and
hot water is supplied by the range and an immersion.
12v is supplied by the bank of 4 domestic batteries,
with one starter and one dedicated bowthruster
battery. 230v is supplied by a 3kW inverter, and
3.5kW travel power generator when on the move.
Lighting is all LED.
Houstons Problem will make somebody a lovely
liveaboard home.
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MAIN DETAILS

Style: Cruiser • Length: 55’ 0” • Berths: 2 + 1 + 1 • Hull Builder: Jenny Wren Narrowboats • Fit out: Jenny Wren Narrowboats
Steel thicknesses: 10 / 6 / 4 • Year: 2009 • Reg No: CRT 525163 • CIN: GB-JWF00015A909 Boat Safety: July 2025
DIMENSIONS

Fore deck:		
Well deck:
Bedroom:
Bathroom:		
Galley: 		
Saloon: 		
Aft WC: 		
Stern deck:		
Internal headroom :
Draught:

MAINTENANCE
Last blacked:		
Anodes: 		
Engine serviced:		

PROPULSION

Engine:		
4’ 6”
Hours:		
4’ 0”
Transmission:
9’ 0”
Fuel tank:
6’ 9”
Weedhatch:
8’ 2”
Bowthruster:
14’ 2”
		
3’ 4”
8’ 0”
6’ 6”
2’0 ” approx
Feb 2022 with 2pk epoxy
4 new when blacked.
2021.

HEATING & WATER SUPPLY
Tank & capacity:		
Stove: 		
Central heating:		
Hot Water:		

POWER

Alternators:		
Batteries:		
Lighting: 		
Inverter/charger:		
Other electrical:		
Gas:			

CABIN FIT OUT AND FURNISHINGS

Barrus Shire 50hp		
Not recorded
PRM150 D2
Integral, 250L
Quick release under stern deck
Sidepower SE80 80kgf (serviced Feb 2022)
with dedicated battery and battery charger.

Presumed stainless steel, 400L
None.
Heritage diesel fired range connected to 3 radiators and 1 heated towel rail.
Supplied by Heritage range and immersion.

1x 160amp to domestics, plus 1x to starter
4x 110ah domestics, 1x starter (new)
LED throughout.
Sterling ProCharge Ultra charger, Edecoa 3kW surge power inverter.
Dometic 3.5kW travel power generator, landline and landline hookup
Gas free.

Insulation:
Spray foam
Ballast:
Not seen, believed to be steel bricks.
Ceiling:
Oak faced ply with oak trim.
Cabin sides:
Oak faced ply with oak trim.
Hull sides:
Oak faced ply with oak trim.
Flooring:
Solid oak throughout.
Side doors:
Starboard side in galley.
Windows etc:
8x 16” opening portholes with bungs, 1x 12” fixed porthole, large skylight over galley.
Seating:
2x chair beds with matching footstools, 2 wooden stools at breakfast bar.
Cooking:
Heritage diesel range (serviced 2021), Daewoo microwave, Tristar electric mini oven/grill.
Fridge		
12v Dometic fridge with icebox, 12v portable cool box in bedroom.
Galley worktops: Black granite
Washing machine: Possibly room in bathroom depending on configuration.
Dishwasher:
230v Flavel FDW60 full sized dishwasher.
WC:
Jabsco pumpout loo in bathroom (200L waste), Thetford Porta Potti in aft WC room.
Shower:
Plumbing and pump installed ready for new bath or shower in bathroom.
		
Over head shower in aft WC room.
Basin:
Ceramic bowl over vanity unit.
Berths:		
Fixed 6’4” x 4’0” double berth (can be extended), 2x single chair beds in saloon.
Media:		
Philips 22” TV on flexible wall mounted bracket.

STORAGE

Shelving:
5x saloon, 1x galley, 1x bathroom, 2x bedroom
Cupboard:
3x saloon, 5x galley, 2x bathroom, 2x bedroom
Wardrobe:
Single full height wardrobe in bedroom
Drawers:
3x galley, 3x bathroom
Other:		
Bow locker, well deck locker, under forward steps, behind rear steps, stern deck lockers.
				

NAVIGATION EQUIPMENT
		Mooring pins, piling irons, fenders, ropes, plank, pole, hose, windlasses.
EXTERIOR 		
		Pram and cratch cover new in 2019
					
						
Whilst every care has been taken in their preparation, the correctness of these particulars is not guaranteed. The particulars are intended only as a guide and

In this transaction we are acting as Brokers only. We are informed that this sale is not related to the Owner’s business, trade or profession.
they do not constitute a term of any contact. A prospective buyer is strongly advised to check the particulars and where appropriate to have the vessel fully surveyed and inspected, sea trialled and opened up.

£75,000

